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Foreword

The papers in this volume were presented at the First International Workshop on Multistrategy
""" Learning in Harpers Ferry, November 7-9, 1991. The workshop was sponsored by the Office of
Naval Research and the Center for Artificial Intelligence at George Mason University.

The theme of the workshop, multistrategy leaming, is a novel and very challenging topic in the
field of machine learning. Multistrategy learning systems employ more than one stratégy or
paradigm in a learning process, and potentially can offer significant advantages over single-
strategy systems. Since the types of input and acquired knowledge are more flexible,
multistrategy learning systems potentially can be applied to a wide range of problems. The
purpose of this workshop was to provide a forum in which researchers active in this field could
present and discuss their work. .

The papers have been grouped into six categories, according to their primary theme:

Theoretical and General Issues

Theory Revision

Strategy Selection |

Integration of Symbolic and Subsymbolic Methods
Cognitive Models

Special Topics and Applications.

We are indebted to the organizations and many individuals who helped us in making this
workshop possible. |

We gratefully acknowledge the Office of Naval Research, particularly Dr. Alan Meyrowitz, for
providing support for this workshop. The GMU Publications Office helped in the preparation and
printing of the workshop proceedings. The GMU Center Artificial Intelligence provided
organizational aid and all technical facilities. | -
Drs. Saul Amarel, Alan Meyrowitz, Michael Pazzani, and Andrew Sage have honored the
workshop with invited presentations. Yves Kodratoff and Stan Matwin were the members of the
team who originated the idea of the workshop. As Organizing Committee members they gave
invaluable help by reviewing first the abstracts and then the submitted papers. They were prompt
despite the unusually high volume of papers that fell on them. The members of the Program
Committee and the auxiliary reviewers provided careful and timely reviews of the submitted
papers. Their assistance was indispensable for insuring the papers’ superior quality. |

Bill Deichler, Janet Holmes and Cindy Young served as administrative managers. They diligently
directed and executed many organizational aspects of the workshop. Jerzy Bala, Eric Bloedom,
Michael Hieb, Ibrahim Imam, Ken Kaufman, Jayshree Sarma, Haleh Vafaie, and Janusz Wnek,
research assistants of the GMU Center for Artificial Intelligence, worked very spiritedly in
different task groups. Their work effected all aspects of the workshop. They were a great team,
and our collaboration with them turned many organizational chores into an exciting adventure.

The success of the First International Workshop on Multistrate'gy Learning was due to the
devotion, collaboration and dilligence of all involved. We sincerely thank everyone.

Ryszard S. Michalski
Gheorghe Tecuci
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